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Warsan Shire 

Warsan Shire is a writer, poet, editor and teacher. 
Born in Kenya in 1988 and raised in London to 
Somali parents, she has read her work extensively 
as an internationally touring poet. In 2014 

she was appointed the rst Young Poet Laureate 
for London. Her rst book 'Teaching my Mother 
How to Give Birth' was published by ipped eye 
in 2012. In 2013 she won the Inaugural African 
Poetry Prize and in 2014 she was selected as 
Queensland, Australia's poet in residence where 
she spent six weeks collaborating with the 
Aboriginal Centre for Performing Arts. 

Warsan lives in California and is working on her 
rst full collection. 



Inua Ellams

Inua Ellams is a cross art form practitioner, 
a poet, playwright & performer, a graphic artist 
& designer based in London. 

He is a Complete Works poet alumni, a playwright-
in-resident at Soho Theatre, resident at the 
Southbank Centre's Poetry Library, and a graphic 
designer at White Space Creative Agency. Across 
his work, Identity, Displacement & Destiny are 
reoccurring themes in which he also tries to mix 
the old with the new: traditional african 
storytelling with contemporary poetry / pencil 
with pixel / texture with vector images. 

His rst two books of poetry are published by 
Flipped Eye, and several plays by Oberon. 



Lebo Mashile

The poet, performer, actress, presenter and 
producer Lebogang Mashile, the daughter of 
exiled South Africans, was born in the U.S. in 
1979. In 2006 she was awarded the prestigious 
Noma Award for Publishing in Africa, the premier 
prize for literature from the African continent. 

The Jury characterized her poetry as of “a distinct 
oral avour, developing oral poetry and 
performance beyond the boundaries of the poetry 
of the era of resistance”.  

Mashile is one of South Africa's most renowed 
voices lives with her son in Johannesburg. 
www.lebo-mashile.co.za.



Safia Elhillo

Saa is Sudanese by way of Washington, DC, living 
in New York City. Saa is a Cave Canem fellow, and 
received an MFA in poetry at the New School. 

She is a poetry editor at Kinfolks Quarterly, a 
journal of black expression. Her work has been 
nominated for a 2015 Pushcart Prize, and she is 
co-winner of the 2015 Brunel University African 
Poetry Prize. Her work appears in several 
publications and in the anthologies 

“The BreakBeat Poets: New American Poetry in 
the Age of Hip-Hop” and “Again I Wait for This to 
Pull Apart.” Saa is a three-time member and 
former coach of the DC Youth Slam team, and a 
founding member of Slam NYU, the 2012 and 2013 
national collegiate championship slam team. 

She has shared the stage with ?uestlove and Black 
Thought of The Roots, Gil Scott-Heron, The Last 
Poets, Immortal Technique, and appears on
season 3 of TV1's Verses & Flow. 



Lola ShoneyIN

Lola Shoneyin is a Nigerian poet and author who 
launched her debut novel, The Secret Lives of 
Baba Segi's Wives, in the UK in May 2009. Shoneyin 
has already forged a reputation as an adventurous, 
humorous and outspoken poet (often classed in 
the feminist mould), having published three 
volumes of poetry. 

In April 2014 she was named on the Hay Festival's 
Africa39 list of 39 Sub-Saharan African writers 
aged under 40 with potential and talent to dene 
trends in African literature. She is the Director 
of the Ake Book and Arts Festival. 
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Prof. J. P. Clark

J.P. Clark has been one of those principal Nigerian 
poets whose works have been studied far and 
worldwide. As one of Africa's leading authors, 
he has continued to play active roles on literary 
affairs even after retirement, resulting in his 
receipt of the Nigerian National Merit Award for 
literary excellence in 1991. A widely travelled 
man, Clark has, since his retirement, held visiting 
professorial appointments at several institutions 
of higher learning, including Yale and Wesleyan 
University in the United States
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Odia Ofeimun

Odia Ofeimun is a Nigerian poet and polemicist, the 
author of many volumes of poetry, books of 
political essays and on cultural politics, and the 
editor of signicant two anthologies of Nigerian 
poetry. His work has been widely anthologized and 
translated and he has read and performed his 
poetry internationally including Ghana, South 
Africa, Ethiopia, India, South Korea, Columbia, 
Germany, Israel, Great Britain, China, the United 
States of America, Venezuela, Mexico, Cuba, 
Sweden, Italy and Cuba.
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TJ Dema

Tj Dema is one of Africa's most sought after poets. 
She is a Botswana based spoken word artist, writer, 
columnist and voice over artist. An entrepreneur, 
she runs a boutique size arts and performance 
management organization that seeks to craft new 
ways of approaching the business of art. She has 
performed in numerous festivals and other literary 
gatherings including the Cambridge Seminar on 
Contemporary Literature, Johannesburg Arts Alive, 

Delhi Literary Festival, British Council's Power in 
the Voice, and was a fellow of the University of 
Iowa's International Writing Program.



Sage HAsson

Sage Hassan is recognized as the premier spoken 
word poet in Nigeria West Africa. 

Sage has performed at hundreds of main stream 
events including the biggest music and comedy 
concerts in the country; plus writing and delivering 
hundreds of brand poems for the biggest 
corporations in the country. Sage has two poetry 
albums, a number of videos that enjoyed airtime; 
he is also an author, actor and lm maker.



Bassey Ikpi

A Nigerian-born poet and writer, Bassey Ikpi has 
appeared on HBO's Russell Simmons Presents Def 
Poetry ve times and her poetry has opened shows 
for Grammy Award-winning artists. Ikpi appeared at 
the NAACP Image Awards as part of a tribute to 
Venus and Serena Williams, and has been a featured 
cast member of the National Touring Company of the 
Tony Award-winning Broadway show, "Russell Simmon's 
Def Poetry Jam."

Ikpi was a part of the Edinburgh Fringe Festival in 
Scotland. In the summer of 2009, she was a featured 
performer for Johannesburg, South Africa's annual 
arts festival, Joburg Arts Alive. She has graced the
pages of magazines such as Nylon, Marie Claire,
Glamour, and Bust, and recorded an original poem 
for the Kaiser Foundation's HIV/AIDS campaign, 
Knowing Is Beautiful.



Titilope 
Sonuga

A Nigerian born poet, performer and Civil Engineer. 
She was the winner of the 2011 Canadian Authors
Association Emerging Writer Award for her rst 
collection of poetry, Down To Earth, as well as the 
2013 RISE Award in Edmonton, Alberta. She recently 
performed at the inauguration ceremony of President 
Muhammadu Buhari and is Intel 2015 spokesperson 
for its She Will Connect initiative.



Niyi Osundare

Poet, dramatist, critic, essayist, and media columnist, 
Niyi Osundare has authored 18 books of poetry, 
two books of selected poems, four plays, a book 
of essays, and numerous monographs and articles 
on literature, language, culture, and society. 

He has carried out readings and performances of 
his works in many parts of the world, and his poems 
have been translated into French, Italian, Slovenian, 
Dutch, Spanish, Japanese, Arabic, and Korean.

He has been a recipient of honorary doctorates 
from the Universite de Toulouse-le Mirail in France 
and Franklin Pierce University in Rindge 
New Hampshire, USA. 



Wana

Wana Udobang is a poet, journalist, writer and 
gender activist living in Nigeria. Her audio collection 
of poetry, Dirty Laundry was released in 2012. 

She currently works as a radio presenter/producer 
at 92.3 Inspiration FM in Lagos. 



Jumoke
Verissimo

Jumoke Verissimo is the author of the award-winning 
book, I am memory (Dada Books, 2008) and recently 
published, The Birth of Illusion (Fullpoint 
Publications, 2015). 

Some of her poems are in translation in several 
languages. She is a 2012 recipient of the Chinua 
Achebe Centre Fellowship. She also works as a 
senior analyst, copywriter, researcher and editor.



Akeem Lasisi

Akeem Lasisi is one of the leading lights in 
contemporary poetry performance in Nigeria and 
across Africa. In 2000, he won the Association of 
Nigerian Authors/Cadbury Poetry Prize with his rst 
collection of poems, Iremoje: Ritual Poetry for Ken 
Saro-Wiwa. He has performed at many programmes, 
including those organised by the Ford Foundation, 
the British Council, French Cultural Centre, 
Goethe-Institut, Globacom, MTN, GTBank, 
the Association of Nigerian Authors, the National 
Gallery of Arts, Centre for Black and African Arts 
and Civilisation, University of Lagos, Poetry Africa 
in South Africa and Afrivenir, Germany.



AJ Dagga 
TolaR

Aj. Dagga Tolar is a poet, frontline activist, and a 
social crusader. He was the General Secretary of 
the Association of West Africa Young Writers 
1994-1998, the Vice-Chairman of the Association of 
Nigeria Authors, Lagos Chapter 2007-2009, and 
the Chairman of the Association of Nigerian Authors, 
2009-present. He is the founder of the AJ House 
of Poetry, a poetry collective using art as a means 
of social reengineering. 



Dami Ajayi

Dami Ajayi, is a poet, short ction writer and 
co-publisher of Saraba literary magazine. He is 
the author of Daybreak and Other Poems, and the 
critically acclaimed Clinical Blues. 



Chijioke 
Amu Nnadi 

Chijioke Amu Nnadi is the author of three collections 
of poems – 'the re within', winner of the ANA Gabriel 
Okara Prize for Poetry, 'pilgrim's passage', shortlisted 
for the 2005 Nigeria Prize for Literature, and '

through the window of a sandcastle', winner of the 
2013 ANA Poetry Prize, runner-up to the 2013 
Nigeria Prize for Literature and winner of the 2014 
Glenna Luschei African Poetry Book Prize – 

he is currently working on his fourth collection, 
'a eld of echoes', a book of over 200 new poems, 
which is due for publication later in 2015.



Dike 
Chukwumerije

Dike Chukwumerije is an ALS Slam Champion. And the 
producer of the popular Performance Poetry 
Live Show – Dike Chukwumerije's Night of the Spoken 
Word. He continues to work very closely with 
the Abuja Literary Society to introduce poetry to 
new audiences, by organizing weekly open mic sessions 
and book readings in Nigeria's capital city. 

A highly experimental writer, his 2013 tribute to 
Chinua Achebe, 'Nna Anyi, Is It True?' set new standards 
in the translation of poetry to video. Dike is also an 
award-winning author, clinching the 2013 Association 
of Nigerian Authors (ANA) Prize for Fiction with his 
novel, 'Urichindere'. Known widely for its simplicity 
and depth, Dike Chukwumerije's poetry is truly 
unmistakable.



Iquo Diana
Abasi Eke

Iquo is a Writer and Performance Poet who renders 
her words to the accompaniment of folklore, typically 
embellished with instruments such as drums, ute and 
/or strings. 

Raised in Lagos, Nigeria, her prose and poetry have 
been widely anthologized, and her maiden collection 
of poems; Symphony of Becoming, made the long-list 
of the 2013 NLNG Nigeria prize for Literature. 


